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while also recognizing that political and eco-
nomic freedoms are not quick fixes, but are
in fact lasting fixes.

They agreed to partner globally through
the U.N. Democracy Fund and the Commu-
nity of Democracies to support specific de-
mocracy promotion initiatives, particularly
those aimed at improving democratic govern-
ance and strengthening institutions, pro-
moting civil society participation, and sharing
regional and trans-regional best practices and
experiences. They further agreed to work to-
gether to support efforts to strengthen the
capacity of the OAS and the Secretary-Gen-
eral to respond effectively to threats to de-
mocracy in the region and to help countries
implement the provisions of the Charter.

The Presidents also reaffirmed their com-
mitment to working to ensure a successful
and ambitious conclusion of the Doha Round
in the near future. In this context, President
Bachelet welcomed President Bush’s reaffir-
mation that the United States is ready to
eliminate all tariffs, subsidies, and other bar-
riers to the free flow of goods and services
as other nations do the same.

Reaffirming the WTO Agreement on
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Prop-
erty Rights (TRIPS), they acknowledged that
the protection and enforcement of intellec-
tual property rights should contribute to the
promotion of technological innovation to the
mutual advantage of producers and users of
technological knowledge and in a manner
conducive to social and economic welfare.
The leaders agreed to promote innovation
and technological advancement by providing
strong intellectual property protection and
effective enforcement of intellectual prop-
erty rights.

The Presidents acknowledged that eco-
nomic growth and job creation are vital to
reducing poverty and inequality and advanc-
ing human development, and that free trade
is the key and their vision remains a Free
Trade Area of the Americas, in the world’s
largest free trade community. The Presidents
noted the importance of continuing efforts
to promote trade liberalization and re-
affirmed their commitment to the FTAA.
They also observed that efforts toward eco-
nomic and trade integration in the Americas
are important tools for the promotion of
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prosperity, stability, and democracy in the re-
gion. They welcomed agreement by the IMF
and World Bank to provide 100 percent debt
relief for the poorest countries in our hemi-
sphere. In addition, they agreed that the
Inter-American Development Bank also
should act to reduce the debt burden on the
poorest countries. Collectively, these actions
will ensure that more resources are available
to invest in health and education.

The Presidents expressed their commit-
ment to ensure that political stability, democ-
racy, and development take firm root in
Haiti. They welcomed, as hemispheric part-
ners in this effort to support democracy, the
successful outcome of presidential and legis-
lative elections held in February and April
and expressed support for the new Govern-
ment’s efforts to respond to urgent social
needs while aiming to achieve sustainable
growth and poverty reduction.

The Presidents noted with satisfaction the
activities of our continuing cooperation in the
areas of economic growth, trade, cultural,
people-to-people, and military exchanges.
The Presidents agreed to intensively explore
opportunities  for people-to-people  ex-
changes, including graduate doctoral edu-
cation and English language education.

The Presidents reaffirmed their friendship
and their commitment to further strength-
ening ties between the two nations to foster
freedom, democracy, security, and pros-

perity.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.
The transcript was released by the Office of the
Press Secretary on June 9. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
June 10, 2006

Good morning. This was a good week for
the cause of freedom. On Wednesday night
in Iraq, U.S. military forces killed the ter-
rorist Zarqawi.

The killing of Zarqawi is an important vic-
tory in the global war on terror. This Jor-
danian-born terrorist was the operational
commander of Al Qaida in Iraq. He led a
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campaign of car bombings and kidnappings
and suicide attacks that has taken the lives
of many American forces, international aid
workers, and thousands of innocent Iraqis.
Zarqawi had a long history of murder and
bloodshed. Before September the 11th,
2001, he ran a camp in Afghanistan that
trained terrorists—until coalition forces de-
stroyed that camp. He fled to Iraq, where
he received medical care and set up oper-
ations with terrorist associates.

After the fall of Saddam, Zarqawi went un-
derground and declared his allegiance to
Usama bin Laden, who called him the
“Prince of Al Qaida in Iraq” and instructed
terrorists around the world to “listen to him
and obey him.” Zarqawi personally beheaded
American hostages and other civilians in Iraq.
He masterminded the destruction of the
United Nations headquarters in Baghdad,
and he was responsible for the assassination
of an American diplomat in Jordan and the
bombing of hotels in Amman. His goals in
Iraq were clear: He wanted to stop the rise
of democracy, drive coalition forces out, in-
cite a civil war, and turn that country into
a safe haven from which Al Qaida could
launch new attacks on America and other
free nations. Instead, Zarqawi died in the
free and democratic Iraq that he fought so
hard to prevent, and the world is better off
because this violent man will never kill again.

Iraqis can be justly proud of their new
Government and its early steps to improve
their security. And Americans can be enor-
mously proud of the men and women of our
Armed Forces and the intelligence officers
who support them. In the past 3 years, our
troops have overthrown a cruel dictator,
fought the terrorists and insurgents house to
house, and trained Iragi forces to defend
their new democracy. All the while, they
stayed on the trail of this brutal terrorist, per-
severing through years of near misses and
false leads and never giving up hope. This
week, they got their man. And all Americans
are grateful for their remarkable achieve-
ment.

Zargawi is dead, but the difficult and nec-
essary mission in Iraq continues. In the
weeks ahead, violence in Iraq may escalate.
The terrorists and insurgents will seek to
prove that they can carry on without Zarqawi.
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And coalition and Iragi forces are seizing this
moment to strike the enemies of freedom in
Iraq at this time of uncertainty for their
cause. The work ahead will require more sac-
rifice and the continued patience of the
American people.

I'm encouraged by Prime Minister Maliki’s
determination to defeat our common en-
emies and bring security and rule of law to
all Iragis. This week, he took another major
step toward this objective when he com-
pleted the formation of his Cabinet—naming
a new Minister of Defense, a new Minister
of the Interior, and a new Minister of State
for National Security. These new leaders will
help the Government address its top prior-
ities: reconciliation, reconstruction, and put-
ting an end to the kidnappings, beheadings,
and suicide bombings.

As they pursue these goals, they will have
America’s full support. On Monday, I will
convene my national security team and other
key members of my Cabinet at Camp David
to discuss the way ahead in Iraq. On Tuesday,
Iraq’s new Ambassador to the United States
will join us, and we will have a teleconference
discussion with Prime Minister Maliki and
members of his Cabinet. Together we will
determine how to best deploy America’s re-
sources in Iraq and achieve our shared goal
of an Iraq that can govern itself, sustain itself,
and defend itself.

There’s still difficult work ahead in Iraq.
Yet this week, the ideology of terror has suf-
fered a severe blow: Al Qaida has lost its
leader in Iraq; the Iraqi people have com-
pleted a democratic government that is de-
termined to defend them; and freedom has
achieved a great victory in the heart of the
Middle East.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:45 p.m. on
June 8 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 10. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on June 9 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast. In his address, the
President referred to senior Al Qaida associate
Abu Musab Al Zargawi, who was killed in Baquba,
Iraq, on June 7; Usama bin Laden, leader of the
Al Qaida terrorist organization; former President
Saddam Hussein, Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki,
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Minister of Defense Abd al-Qadir al-Mufriji, Min-
ister of Interior Jawad al-Bulani, and Minister of
State for National Security Shirwan al-Waili of
Iraq; and Iraq’s Ambassador to the U.S. Samir
Shakir al-Sumaydi. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript
of this address.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
the Interagency Team on Iraq in
Camp David, Maryland

June 12, 2006

I want to thank Generals Abizaid and
Casey, as well as Ambassador Khalilzad for
the last—for the briefing for the last 3 hours.
I thought your assessment of the situation
in Iraq was very realistic. I think your rec-
ommendations to us on how to win in Iraq,
to have an Iraq that can govern itself, sustain
itself, and defend itself are—your rec-
ommendations are valid.

I look forward to continuing to visit with
you later on this afternoon about how we can
help this new Government succeed. Zal,
you've been—TI just want to thank you all very
much for remaining in theater and working
as hard as you are. You're making a signifi-
cant difference.

And again, please give my best congratula-
tions to the troops on the ground for bringing
Zargawi to justice. I fully recognize that’s not
going to end the war. On the other hand,
it was a major blow to Al Qaida and the killers
and terrorists that are trying to spread vio-
lence and suffering, and stop the emergence
of anew democracy.

Zal, we left off where you were talking
about the way forward in Iraq and your per-
ception of this new Government.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:33 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Gen. John P. Abizaid,
USA, combatant commander, U.S. Central Com-
mand; Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA, com-
manding general, Multi-National Force—Iraq;
U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Zalmay Khalilzad; and
senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi,
who was killed in Baquba, Iraq, on June 7. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.
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Remarks Following Meetings on Iraq
and an Exchange With Reporters in
Camp David

June 12, 2006

The President. We just had a meaningful
day. We have spent a lot of time talking to
our team in Baghdad about the way forward
in Iraq. We've spent time talking about the
security situation in Iraq and what we intend
to do to help the Iragi Government bring
security to neighborhoods in Baghdad and
Basra. We talked about the economic situa-
tion in Iraq. We talked about the energy situ-
ation in Iraq. We talked about a variety of
matters with Ambassador Khalilzad and Gen-
eral Casey and General Abizaid.

As you can see, I not only have my national
security team here, I've got members of my
Cabinet as well. We all agree that we have
got to continue to help this new Government
move forward. Success in Iraq will depend
upon the capacity of the new Government
to provide for its people. We recognize that.
We're encouraged by the formation of a unity
government, and we recognize our respon-
sibilities to help that new Government.

And tomorrow we'll be meeting with the
new Government via SVTS, and that will be
a very interesting experience for all of us,
to be able to talk to our respective counter-
parts.

The message to the Iragi Government is,
is that we stand with you; that what you're
doing is important; that democracy in Iraq
is not only important to the 12 million people
that went to the polls and their families, but
democraey in Iraq is important in the war
on terror. It'’s important that we succeed in
Iraq in order to make America more secure
and the world a better place.

So I want to thank my Cabinet Secretaries
for being with me today, and other members
of my team, to really have this very vital and
important discussion.

I'll answer a couple of questions.

U.S. Troop Levels in Iraq

Q. You said that you were going to listen
to your U.S. commanders on the ground
about the troops. And, you know, General
Casey has said now that he thinks that grad-
ual U.S. troop reductions could be made in



